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Republican for Feudal rule, to make the Republic a real Republic, in which all France should have the same rights as the compact little garrison in the citadel to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, have been systematically misunderstood, not to say regarded as treason, by the professional politicians; and meanwhile, behind the scenes, the privileged troops manning the battlements have battened off the assiette au beurre, corrupted French character by the distribution of " places " to idle functionaries, bought, thus indirectly, the votes of their clients, and made the Republic no longer worthy of the name. Fear of the foreigner is the great force that instantly assured to the Poincar6 Ministry a national popularity and authority which none of its predecessors, not even the Clemenceau Ministry, had possessed since the early days of the Republic. It was, moreover, because M. Poincar6, by his insistence on a policy of electoral reform, and by his prudent and firm defence of French interests during the Balkan war, had come to personify French national aspirations, that, on the eve of the anniversary (January 18, 1871) of flhe foundation of the German Empire in the Galerie des Glaces at Versailles, he was chosen President of the Republic by an Assembly finally respectful of the national will.
There is no such thing in France as a constitutional opposition, because French " parliamentarism " is in no particular such a method of democratic government as is connoted by the words " parliamentary government/' In view of the fact that France is not a Monarchy, it may be technically correct, as it is certainly convenient, to call it a Republic; but its government is obviously not that of a democratic Republic. Its government is not, as in England, a parliamentary government by the device of well-defined parties appealing directly to the Democracy, nor yet, as in the United States, is it the government of the people, by the people, and for the people, of the Consular Republican form. Yet it was undoubtedly the object of the Constitution of 1875 to es-